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March 21, 2014 
Memo To: Steering Committee 
From: Bart D. Finzel, Chair, Curriculum Committee 
Subject: UMM Curriculum Change Proposals 
 
Below are items approved by the Curriculum Committee, which we request be placed on the agenda 
for the April 2, 2014 meeting of the Campus Assembly.  Detailed information is available online at 
http://www.morris.umn.edu/committees/Curriculum/ under the heading “Recent Curriculum Proposals 
Submitted to Campus Assembly.” 
A summary of votes cast by Curriculum Committee members (14 voting, 3 non-voting) is presented below: 
 
Program/Course/Form and Action 
Meeting 
Date 
Vote 
(For-Against-
Abstentions) 
Humanities Division 
 ARTH 1802–We Live in a World of Art and Heritage (IC, 2 cr) New 
 ARTH 3272–Athens, Art, and Theatre (FA, 4 cr) – New 
 ARTH 3273–Ars Otii: The Art of Roman Leisure (FA, 4 cr) New 
 CMR 1803–Not Just For Laughs: Humor in Interpersonal Communication 
  and the Media (IC, 2 cr) New 
 CMR 3124–Rhetoric of Comic Art: Analysis and Creation (HUM, 4 cr) New 
 ENGL 2016–Monsters and the Monstrous in English Literature (HUM, 4 cr) New 
 ENGL 3172–American Utopian Literature (HUM, 4 cr) New 
 ENGL 4036–Research Seminar: American Biographical Novel (HUM, 4 cr) New 
 SPAN 3685–Seminar: Slavery and Abolition in Cuban Literature and Culture 
  (IP, 4 cr) New 
 SPAN 3686–Seminar: Writing History in Spanish American Literature 
  (HUM, 4 cr) New 
 SPAN 3687–Seminar: Afro-Hispanic Literature and Culture 
  (HDIV, 4 cr) New 
 SPAN 3688–Seminar: Literature and Gender in Nineteenth-Century Spain 
  (HUM, 4 cr) New 
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Program/Course/Form and Action 
Meeting 
Date 
Vote 
(For-Against-
Abstentions) 
Science and Mathematics Division 
 BIOL 3121–Molecular Biology (SCI-L, 5 cr) – Revised (when offered) 
 BIOL 3131–Ecology (SCI-L, 4 cr) – Revised (stats prereq added) 
 BIOL 4211–Biochemistry (4 cr) – Revised (prereq 3121 change to coreq) 
 BIOL 4351–Conservation Biology (4 cr) – Revised (BIOL 3700 added as 
  prereq or coreq) 
 
Mar 6 
 
(13-0-0) 
 
Social Sciences Division 
 Latin American Area Studies Minor 
 
Mar 6 (13-0-0) 
 
 










































LATIN AMERICAN AREA STUDIES MINOR PROPOSAL 
 
Rationale: 
There is increasing student demand for an LAAS minor. Students express interest in a minor, 
but are unable to add the major as the majority of LAAS majors are double or triple majors. 
Moreover the Program Review Committee recommended the addition of a minor. 
 
1. Mission, Priorities, and Interrelatedness 
 
Latin American Area Studies is indispensible for meeting UMM’s mission and strategic priorities. It 
provides a rigorous liberal arts education, encourages interdisciplinary thinking, and prepares 
students to become interculturally competent global citizens. Students discover, broaden, and 
deepen their knowledge regarding a significant region of the world. Students gain an understanding 
of diverse perspectives on the Global South, skill in foreign languages, and knowledge of foreign 
affairs. Many of our students study abroad in Latin America, thus gaining effective skills in cross-
cultural relationships that promote intellectual growth and civic engagement. We have dynamic 
faculty in Anthropology, History, Political Science, Sociology, and Spanish who teach LAAS 
courses. Two of our elective courses (SPAN 3623 Seminar in Ecology and Nature in Latin 
American Literature, ENVT, 4.0 cr., and ANTH/SOC 3601 Social Justice and Human Rights in Latin 
America, IP, 4.0 cr.) engage students in issues of environmental stewardship as they instill 
knowledge about and potential solutions to environmental sustainability. LAAS is at the heart of a 
liberal arts education. Our faculty is actively engaged in research and publishing; these activities 
enhance our classroom teaching by bringing to life the dynamic changes occurring across Latin 
America. Our faculty members collaborate with international scholars, yet maintain a strong sense 
of community on the UMM campus. The LAAS minor, like the major is cost-neutral. We have no 
dedicated tenured faculty positions; all were hired by different disciplines on campus and our 
LAAS-related courses enrich those majors as well. The assets for this minor are already in place. 
2. Need and Demand 
 
Adding a minor will increase enrollments in the LAAS program and the number of students who 
gain knowledge about Latin America. Our enrollments vary, from 14 students in 2003, 11 in 2013, 
and currently 8 in 2014. We encourage LAAS majors to pursue double majors. They combine 
LAAS with a wide range of disciplines. Students indicate interest in LAAS, but with double or triple 
majors, they are discouraged from declaring a major, but they would enroll in a minor if it were 
offered. Student demand and the recommendation of the LAAS program review committee suggest 
the importance of adding a minor. Minors, required to take our popular LAAS 3100 Contemporary 
Latin America class (1 cr., every semester), would generate interest among non-LAAS students 
Given the importance of LAAS to our mission and strategic goals cited above, it is imperative to 
enable more students to enroll in our programs with the creation of a minor. The minor would pose 
absolutely no increase in faculty workloads and would enable faculty to provide a vigorous 
academic program to a greater number of students. Latinos/Hispanics form a growing presence in 
the Morris area and across the nation. The past 20 years witnessed a resurgence of course 
enrollments, graduate training, and public interest in Latin America 
(http://www.ils.unc.edu/MSpapers/2778.pdf). We witness heightened interest in Latin America from 
both U.S. researchers and the government, which has inspired greater research interest among 
academic communities. Merkx writes, “As a result of this vitality, Latin American studies has helped 
set the intellectual agenda for other foreign-area studies fields for several decades” (“Foreword” 
viii)…. strong U.S. interest in Latin America is highly unlikely to fade in the near future…. area 
studies researchers possess enormous cultural knowledge and language abilities that allow them 
greater access to information and deeper understanding.” 
 
 
3. Comparative Advantage 
 
One comparative advantage of adding an LAAS minor would be to increase enrollments in our 
program. While the number of majors is small, LAAS presents an exemplary model for meeting the 
university’s mission of providing a rigorous liberal arts education, encouraging interdisciplinary 
thinking, preparing interculturally competent global citizens, promoting intellectual growth and civic 
engagement, and engagement in stewardship and sustainability. The strengthening of such a 
dynamic, relevant, inter-disciplinary program that is at the heart of liberal arts would significantly 
enhance the quality of UMM’s strategic priorities and academic program. We offer core courses in 
Contemporary Latin America, History of Latin America, Bibliographic Tools and Journals in LAAS, 
Senior Capstone in LAAS, and require two years of Spanish language. Our Contemporary Latin 
America course is unparalleled in any other discipline; students discuss and analyze current Latin 
American news every semester. They gain in-depth knowledge of the histories of various Latin 
American countries; no other inter-disciplinary major requires courses that focus on the histories of 
the Global South. Our Bibliographic Tools course is unique on this campus for engaging students in 
learning about and utilizing the research resources available in our library. Our Senior Capstone in 
LAAS provides a unique flexibility of working with the LAAS coordinator in carrying out original 
research on a selected area of Latin America or choosing to work in conjunction with a professor in 
a different discipline in researching a topic in an area related to that professor’s expertise. No other 
discipline on campus requires elective credits (20 for LAAS) from three different disciplines, thus 
enhancing the interdisciplinary learning of the students. The university can strengthen these efforts 
with the addition of an LAAS minor. 
 
4. Efficiency, Effectiveness, and Use of Resources 
 
The number of faculty teaching LAAS courses has changed over time. With one exception, all 
retirements and resignations have been replaced with new faculty members. We currently have an 
LAAS coordinator (anthropology, sociology, and LAAS), a historian with specialization in Latin 
America, five Spanish faculty who teach both language and literatures, an economist with 
specialization in Latin America, and a political scientist who teaches courses on Latin America. All 
of these are hired by their respective disciplines, thus our LAAS courses are both cost and time 
neutral. Overall, our faculty has research experience and excellent expertise in Latin America, 
teach to the mission and strategic priorities of the university, while placing no demands on 
university resources. 
 5. Program Quality and Assessment  
 
Objectives of the LAAS program are: 1) to provide a basic introduction to the cultures and 
societies of Latin America; 2) to provide the means essential to gain an understanding of Latin 
American and its diverse peoples, and 3) to place Latin America in a comparative perspective.  
Our courses engender greater comprehension of Latin America, language comprehension and 
speaking skills, analytical skills, inter-cultural sensitivity, a comparative perspective, and ability 
to conduct research and compose well-written research papers. Courses engage students in 
learning histories, contemporary events, cultural diversity, literatures, and issues of 
development, politics, economics, and social justice related to Latin America. Assessment 
includes: evaluation of the student’s acquaintance with Latin American societies and histories 
through successful completion of Hist 1601; participation each semester in a discipline seminar; 
student journals to demonstrate the level of sophistication achieved through bibliographies of 
essays read; and completion of a major research project for the Senior Capstone. The instructor 
and student work closely together, providing ample opportunity for assessment of the student’s 
progress. These materials and transcripts are on file in the discipline coordinator’s office for 
assessment purposes. Successful class completion, student journals and other collected 
materials, and our senior capstone course serve as effective assessment tools. Each 
graduating senior completes an exit survey that is the basis for assessing progress in learning 
about and understanding Latin America, evaluations of the program, and requests a “good 
intent” report on post-graduation education and work-related experiences. 
6. Program Development 
 
The LAAS major was developed in 1971 by Harold Hinds (history) and Tom Turner (Spanish), both 
now retired. Donna Chollett became coordinator in 2001 and continues to administer the program. 
The major had remained similar, with only minor modifications, through the years. The retirement 
of Harold Hinds required programmatic changes. One of his core courses is no longer offered and 
a new Senior Capstone course was created to replace a second core course taught by Harold 
Hinds. These changes were approved by the Curriculum Committee and the Campus Assembly. 
Minor, periodic changes are made in consultation with all LAAS faculty. There is consensus among 
the faculty that the next step in program development is to establish a minor. 
 
Additional Note for Curriculum Committee 
A major future need is to hire a Latin American specialist as a dedicated position within the 
LAAS program. This individual would be required to teach courses now offered as an 
overload by faculty members who are hired in other disciplines, to oversee capstone 
projects, and to step in during faculty leaves and sabbaticals to ensure continuity in course 
offerings.  
 
 
——— DRAFT ——— 
Morris Campus  
Latin American Area Studies Minor 
Academic Services 
Academic Affairs 
 Program Type: Undergraduate minor related to major 
 Requirements for this program are current for Fall 2014  
 Required credits in this minor: 23 to 26 
The objectives of an LAAS minor will be to expose more students to important historical and current concerns 
regarding Latin America. They will meet the same student learning objectives as majors: to acquire 1) A basic 
introduction to Latin American cultures and societies; 2) the means essential to gain an understanding of Latin 
America and its diverse peoples; and 3) an understanding of Latin America in a comparative perspective. 
——— DRAFT ——— 
Program Delivery 
This program is available: 
 via classroom (the majority of instruction is face-to-face) 
——— DRAFT ——— 
Minor Requirements 
Students are required to take 4 semester(s) of Spanish.  
Students must enroll through the LAAS coordinator. Students are required to complete Span 1001, 1002, 2001, and 
2002 prior to or during enrollment in the minor (the requirement may be waived by testing out of Span 2002). 
Students are encouraged to use elective credits to acquaint themselves with as many academic fields of Latin 
American studies as possible. Students may have up to a two-course overlap with any other minor. Additional 
overlap must be approved by the LAAS coordinator. No grades below C- are allowed. Courses may not be taken S-
N, unless offered S-N only. A minimum GPA of 2.00 is required in the minor to graduate. The GPA includes all, 
and only, University of Minnesota coursework. Grades of "F" are included in GPA calculation until they are 
replaced.  
Required Courses  
After enrolling in the minor and when in residence, 1 credit per semester in LAAS 3100; up to 4 credits can be 
applied to the 16-credit elective requirement for the minor.  
HIST 1601 - Latin American History: A Basic Introduction [IP] (4.0 cr)  
LAAS 3100 - Contemporary Latin America (1.0 cr)  
LAAS 3201 - Bibliographical Tools and Journals in Latin American Area Studies (2.0 cr)  
Elective Courses  
These courses must come from at least three different academic disciplines, not including LAAS. Courses and 
directed studies not listed below may be approved by the LAAS coordinator, provided the subject matter is 
appropriate for the minor. At least 4 credits of electives must be 3xxx or 4xxx level courses.  
Take 16 or more credit(s) from the following:  
· ANTH 3502 - Latinos in the Midwest [SS] (4.0 cr)  
· ANTH 3601 - Social Justice and Human Rights in Latin America [IP] (4.0 cr)  
· ANTH 3602 - Women in Latin America [IP] (4.0 cr)  
· ANTH 3603 - Latin American Archaeology [SS] (4.0 cr)  
· HIST 2608 - History of Cuba: From Colony to Revolutionary State [HIST] (4.0 cr)  
· HIST 2609 - History of Brazil: From Sugar to Sugar Cars [HIST] (4.0 cr)  
· HIST 3612 - Social Revolution in 20th-Century Latin America [HIST] (4.0 cr)  
· HIST 3613 - U.S.-Latin American Relations in Historical Perspective [IP] (4.0 cr)  
· HIST 3614 - Race and Ethnicity in Latin America [HDIV] (4.0 cr)  
· LAAS 1993 - Directed Study (1.0-5.0 cr)  
· LAAS 2993 - Directed Study (1.0-5.0 cr)  
· LAAS 3993 - Directed Study (1.0-5.0 cr)  
· LAAS 4993 - Directed Study (1.0-5.0 cr)  
· POL 3475 - International Human Rights [IP] (4.0 cr)  
· POL 3504 - Latin American Politics [IP] (4.0 cr)  
· PSY 3404 - Culture and Human Development [HDIV] (4.0 cr)  
· SOC 3601 - Social Justice and Human Rights in Latin America [IP] (4.0 cr)  
· SOC 3602 - Women in Latin America [IP] (4.0 cr)  
· SPAN 2121 - Associated Languages: Intensive Portuguese [IP] (4.0 cr)  
· SPAN 3011 - Conversation, Composition, and Culture [IP] (2.0 cr)  
· SPAN 3012 - Spanish Grammar in Practice [IP] (2.0 cr)  
· SPAN 3111 - Readings in Spanish I [HUM] (2.0 cr)  
· SPAN 3112 - Readings in Spanish II [HUM] (2.0 cr)  
· SPAN 3211 - Literature and Culture of Latin America [HUM] (4.0 cr)  
· SPAN 3212 - Literature and Culture of Spain [HUM] (4.0 cr)  
· SPAN 3621 - Seminar: Confessions and Letters in Latin American Fiction [HUM] (4.0 cr)  
· SPAN 3622 - Seminar: Exile and Emigration in Latin American Fiction [IP] (4.0 cr)  
· SPAN 3623 - Seminar: Ecology and Nature in Latin American Literature [ENVT] (4.0 cr)  
· SPAN 3651 - Seminar: Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra's "El ingenioso hidalgo Don Quijote de la Mancha" [HUM] 
(4.0 cr)  
· SPAN 3652 - Seminar: Literary Minorities in Early Modern Spain [HUM] (4.0 cr)  
· SPAN 3654 - Seminar: Sex, Love, and Marriage in Golden Age Spanish Literature [HUM] (4.0 cr)  
· SPAN 3681 - Seminar: Romanticism and Revolution in 19th-Century Spain [HUM] (4.0 cr)  
· SPAN 3682 - Seminar: Realism and Reform in 19th-Century Spain [HUM] (4.0 cr)  
· SPAN 3683 - Seminar: Modernity and Identity in Spain, 1900-1930 [HUM] (4.0 cr)  
· SPAN 3684 - Seminar: Hispanic Film [HUM] (4.0 cr)  
· SPAN 3685 - Seminar: Slavery and Abolition in Cuban Literature and Culture [IP] (4.0 cr)  
· SPAN 3686 - Seminar: Writing History in Spanish American Literature [HUM] (4.0 cr)  
· SPAN 3687 - Seminar: Afro-Hispanic Literature and Culture [HDIV] (4.0 cr)  
· SPAN 4001 - Research Symposium [HUM] (4.0 cr)  
